Applying for Cost-Sharing for Water
Measuring Devices

from Ecology’s Water Resources Program

Q: When will cost-share funds be available?

A\: Cost-share funds will be available after December 1, 2005.

Q: What are the Eligibility Requirements for Obtaining Cost-share Assistance?

A The only requirement is that an applicant must have a valid water right claim, permit,
certificate, or adjudicated certificate for the point of diversion or withdrawal. In the Yakima
Basin Adjudication, water users must have a valid water right recognized in the Conditional
Final Order for the sub-basin where the diversion is located.

Q: Is there any priority being followed for cost-share?

A Water users in fish-critical basins will be given highest priority, and Ecology expects
that most funds will be used in these basins. Groundwater users in the fish-critical basins are
also encouraged to apply and participate in the metering program. Many groundwater users
have a provision on their water right requiring metering. While fish-critical basins are the
highest priority, Ecology expects that funds will also be available for water users in non-fish-
critical basins.

Q: What does cost-share funding cover?

A: Cost-share funding is only for metering projects to measure a diversion or withdrawal.
Cost-share funding is also available for equipment for Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition, or SCADA. SCADA consists of data-loggers, data transmission equipment
(telemetry), and computer equipment for automating a system.

Based on the information submitted in an application, Ecology or the Conservation District
accepting an application will determine the amount of cost-share for a project.

QZ What is not eligible for cost-sharing?

A Meters for measuring distribution within a municipal distribution system are not eligible.
Irrigation district customers where the irrigation district measures diversions or withdrawals
are also not eligible.

Q: Is there assistance for financial hardship?

A Yes. The percent of cost-share can be changed based on financial hardship. The
maximum state share, in all cases, is $24,875.00. To be considered for financial hardship,
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the applicant should check the box on the application form and request financial assistance. The
following information must be submitted:

e The two most recent years of individual, partnership, or corporate tax returns;

e The two most recent financial statements for your business associated with water use;

e Current balance in personal and business savings and checking accounts

e Other documentation that would support the request, such as statements from doctors,
bankers, accountants, etc., verifying financial difficulties of an applicant.

Based on the information submitted, the Conservation district or Ecology will determine
eligibility for financial hardship and determine the amount of additional cost-share funding.

QZ Where do | make application?

A Ecology has entered into agreements with several Conservation Districts in the fish-critical
basins for evaluating applications and disbursing cost-share funds.

e |f a Conservation District has an agreement with Ecology, obtain the Conservation
District’s application form from the Conservation District, complete it, and submit it to
the Conservation District for review and approval.

e |f a Conservation District does not have an agreement with Ecology or a participating
Conservation District, obtain an application form from Ecology, complete it, and submit
it to the regional office of Ecology for review and approval.

If you must apply to Ecology for cost-share, contact the regional office in your area or go to the
metering website at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/measuring/measuringhome.html .

QZ Which Conservation Districts have an agreement with Ecology?

A In the Eastern Region, the Asotin County, Columbia, Pomeroy, and Walla Walla County
Conservation Districts have agreements with Ecology for cost-share funding.

In the Central Region, the Kittitas County, Chelan County, and North Yakima Conservation
Districts have agreements with Ecology for cost-share funding. The Benton and South Yakima
Conservation Districts have established a Memorandum of Agreement with the North Yakima
Conservation District for cost-share funding.

In the Northwest Region, an agreement has been developed with the Whatcom Conservation
District. Applicants for cost-share in the Whatcom Conservation District should submit
applications to the Whatcom Conservation District office. Applications for cost-share in the rest
of the Northwest Region should be submitted to Ecology’s Northwest Regional Office.
(Regional contact listed at the end of this form.)

In the Southwest Region, all applications for cost-share will be evaluated and processed through
the Regional contact for the Southwest Region listed at the end of this form.



Q: What are the responsibilities of the water right holder for obtaining cost-share?

A A water right holder must submit an application, sign an agreement, and submit a completed
invoice for cost reimbursement to receive cost-share funding. The water right holder is also
responsible for the first $250 of the cost for a metering or measuring device. Cost-share is
available for costs exceeding $250.00. See Table 1 for the percentage Ecology can fund on a
cost-share basis after the first $250 of the price of a metering project.

Table 1. Cost-share range and percentage of cost-share

State Cost Share Maximum

Total Project Cost Percentage State Share
$0 to $250 No Cost Share 0
$251 to $1,700 100% after $250 $1,450
$1,701 to $3,500 90% after $250 $2,925
$3,501 to $6,000 80% after $250 $4,600
$6,001 to $15,000 70% after $250 $10,325
$15,001 to $50,000 50% after $250 $24,875

Q: How is cost-share calculated?

A The cost share percentage is based on the total project cost. Eligible costs include design,
purchase, installation, and initial calibration of measuring devices and/or SCADA. The
maximum cost share for any project is $24,875.

Cost-share is available for funding 100% of the cost of design, purchase, and installation of basic
components of a SCADA system. Basic components consist of a data-logger and a PDA
(personal digital assistant or hand-held computer) for downloading data from the data-logger.
Ecology will provide a cost-share up to 60% of the cost of design, purchase, and installation of
additional SCADA equipment, including telemetry, for small-scale users. Small-scale users are
users diverting or withdrawing less than 200 cubic feet per second (cfs).

Q: Where do | obtain an application for cost-share?

A The Conservation Districts will have their own application available at their local office or
possibly on their website. If you must apply to Ecology for cost-share, contact the regional
office in your area or go to the metering website at
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/measuring/measuringhome.html to download an
application.

Review, Cost-Share Amounts and Cost-Share Agreements:

Ecology or the Conservation District will review applications for completeness and eligibility.



The Cost Share Agreement. After reviewing an application, determining eligibility, and
calculating the cost-share, the Conservation district or Ecology will:

1. Notify the applicant of the amount of cost-share the applicant has been awarded.

2. Prepare a Metering Cost Share Agreement for signature by the applicant and the
Conservation district or Ecology. A copy of the signed agreement along with a billing
invoice to complete and instructions will be sent to the applicant. The agreement will be

a cost reimbursement agreement.

3. To receive reimbursement after the meter or measuring device is installed, the water user
will submit the completed billing invoice along with copies of original invoices and
receipts and the certificate of installation signed by the installer.

4. If possible, the latitude and longitude coordinates of the point of diversion and location of
the metering device is the preferred method of locating the diversion and metering
device. If coordinates for latitude and longitude are not provided, the applicant must
provide access to Ecology or the Conservation district for determining latitude and
longitude. Other agencies such as the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife may
be able to provide assistance in determining latitude and longitude.

5. The invoice for payment will be made within 30 days of receipt of all final documents.

Ecology Contacts and Mailing Addresses:

Northwest Regional Office
3190 - 160" Ave. S.E.

Bellevue, WA 98008-5452
Reception: (425) 649-7000

Contact:

Christy Dustrude

Phone: (425) 649-7217
Email: cdus461@ecy.wa.gov

Southwest Regional Office
P.O. Box 47775

Olympia, WA 98504-7775
Reception: (360) 407-6300

Contact:

Vicki Cline

Phone: (360) 407-0278
Email: vwin461@ecy.wa.gov

Central Regional Office

15 West Yakima, Suite 200;
Yakima, WA 98902-3452
Reception: (509) 575-2490

Contact:

Ken Schuster

Phone: (509) 575-2490
Email: ksch461@ecy.wa.gov

Eastern Regional Office
4601 North Monroe
Spokane, WA 99205-1295
Reception: (509) 329-3400

Contact:

Jeff Davis

Phone: (509) 329-3459
Email: jdav461@ecy.wa.gov

If you need this publication in an alternate format, please call the Water Resources Program at
(360) 407-6600. Persons with hearing loss can call 711 for Washington Relay Service. Persons

with a speech disability can call (877) 833-6341.




